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WHAT IS ERASMUS+?

The Erasmus+ Programme, funded by the European Commission, supports the reform in higher education
systems through the financing of joint projects between European higher education institutions and
Higher Education Institutions in partner-countries worldwide, including Central Asia.

The following directions of the Erasmus+ programme are open for participation of higher educational
institutions (HEIls) of Uzbekistan:
v International Credit Mobility (ICM)
Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE)
Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJM)

Erasmus Mundus Design Measures (EMDM)

Jean Monnet Actions (JMA)
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National team of Higher Education Reform Experts (HEREs)

Within “Horizon Europe” Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions provide support to innovative scientific projects
of young researchers.



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE BY ERASMUS+ IN UZBEKISTAN?

The beginning of the new Erasmus+ programme coincided with a period of fundamental transformations
of Uzbekistan’s higher education system and important decisions aiming to improve the quality of higher
education. It has greatly increased the relevance and importance of rapidly developing international
cooperation. One of the important areas of this cooperation is the Erasmus+ programme, involving more
than 90 universities from all regions of the country.

The relevance of Erasmus+ programme has been considerably reinforced in 2017 with the adoption of the
“Comprehensive Development Programme of the Higher Education System for 2017-2021” and, as of
October 8" 2019, with the adoption of a “New Concept of Higher Education Development in Uzbekistan”.

For more than three decades, the Tempus (since 1994) and the Erasmus+ programmes (since 2015) have
been the key programme fostering cooperation in higher education, not just with European universities,
but also with universities in Central Asia, and other regions of the world. The Tempus programme and the
Erasmus+ + Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) action have assisted in constructing a basis for
the reform process. Quick reaction and the flexibility of Erasmus+ projects in a timely and constructive
response to all government decisions to further modernization of the higher education system has been
recognised by the national higher education (HE) authorities.

Thanks to Tempus (1994-2014) and Erasmus+ (1% programming period of 2015-2020) programmes the
higher educational institutions of Uzbekistan could greatly enrich their experience of cooperation with
universities in the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, develop a number of joint master's
programmes, create joint departments and unique scientific laboratories, which had a significant impact
on improving their international recognition and ranking.

The programme impact at the system level has been ensured by the ownership demonstrated by the
Ministry of HE, Science and Innovations, which was directly involved in 17 out of 58 CBHE projects financed
for 2015-2023 and supported the Erasmus+ National team of Higher Education Reform Experts.

Majority of experts and respondents participated in the National Impact Study covering 2015-2020 agreed
that without the impact of the Tempus and Erasmus+ projects a rapid modernization of higher education
in Uzbekistan in 2017-2020 would hardly had been achieved.! This is in particular true concerning the new
and often innovative areas of education, strengthening of internationalization process, as well wide
introduction of the credit-modular system.

Within six Calls (2015-2020) of the 1°* Erasmus+ programming period in total 43 CBHE projects were
financed for Uzbekistan, including 12 national projects, involving European and Uzbek universities, 11
cross-regional projects, and 20 regional projects with the participation of HEIs both from Uzbekistan and
a number of other Central Asian countries. The total project budget allocated for 43 Erasmus + CBHE
projects is €36.6 million euro, including about €11.5 million (31.4%) particularly for HEIs in Uzbekistan.

A certain number of CBHE projects, of which 23% are in Engineering, assisted in establishing ECTS in
Uzbekistan. In total 3 Thematic Cluster meetings? aimed on increasing synergies among the various CBHE
projects in Agriculture, Medicine and Engineering, enhancing of Erasmus+ visibility, dissemination of best
practice and the achievements of ongoing and completed projects were organized by National Erasmus+
Office (NEO), HEREs with the support EU Delegation and in cooperation with Ministry of Higher Education,
Science and Innovations (MHESI) and other profile ministries and stakeholders respectively.

Several projects also worked on the establishment of the ECTS with the result that it is currently utilised
by a big number of HEIs and thus supporting the international mobility on exchange of staff and students.

L “Impact of the Erasmus+ CBHE projects on development and modernisation of higher education in the Republic
of Uzbekistan. National Impact Study Report
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEOQ/National%20Impact%20Study/NIS%20EN%20 for printing.pdf
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEO/National%20Impact%20Study/Erasmus+%20poster%20 %20EN.jpg
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Agricultural, environmental and veterinary sciences have particularly been developed through CBHE
projects.

A network of universities in mathematical sciences was formed through project work (561574 —
Establishment of Computing Centres and Curriculum Development in Mathematical Engineering Master
program / ECCUM).

National projects usually achieve a higher impact than regional ones, as they focus on a specific national
topic. NURSLIN project (561742-EPP-1-2015-1-PT-EPPKA2-CBHE-SP) managed to produce Guidelines on
national qualifications framework (NQF) development in Uzbekistan, which were endorsed by the
Ministry. An NQF Committee (Legislative Council of Developing Stages of NQ) was officially established
and a ‘Classifier Database of Professional Qualifications for the Republic of Uzbekistan’ was produced.

Erasmus+ programme is one of key directions of cooperation not just with the European universities, but
also with universities in Central Asia, CIS member states and other regions of the world: 34 out of 58 are
regional and cross-regional projects.

Within International Credit Mobility (ICM) Erasmus+ offers the opportunity for higher education
institutions to send students and staff abroad to study, teach, or train at participating institutions, as well
as to participate in a traineeship. For 2015-2020 Uzbekistan HEls have benefited of 649 International
Credit Mobility Partnerships providing support to mobility of more than 3000 staff, academics and
students, which is 31% of the regional budget for Central Asia.

The Erasmus+ projects facilitated the intra-regional (in Central Asia) mobility of staff and students and
thus contributing to the strengthening the regional cooperation in the field of higher education within
Central Asia.

The most valuable contribution of International Credit Mobility (ICM) is the development of recognition
mechanism for mobility of staff and students, introduction of ECTS and enhanced capacities of
International relations departments of HEls.

Within Jean Monnet actions focused on enhance understanding and knowledge of the EU and its policies
there are two Tashkent Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for European studies at the University of World
Economy and Diplomacy and at the Tashkent University of Economics. In total 9 Jean Monnet projects
have been financed for local universities.

The increasing interest of the local HEIs throughout the country (in the regions in particular) to extending
cooperation opportunities within Erasmus+ has been supported by their gradually enhancing absorption
capacity. The outcomes of the annual Erasmus+ Calls for proposals have once again demonstrated the
high level of interest of the universities of Uzbekistan in participating in the programme, as number of
applications increased by average 20% every year. Within the 2" Erasmus+ programming period of 2021-
2027 Uzbekistan universities have demonstrated a high-level absorption capacity by the biggest number
of CBHE projects and ICM partnerships funded for Central Asia.



WHAT IS ON-GOING?

Within the first two Calls of the 2™ Erasmus+ programming period information campaign has been
focused on diversity of project directions and areas of education, as well as involving newcomer
faculties/departments/units of HEIs that have not been previously involved in EU programmes. The next
Call for Proposals will be launched in October-November 2024 with majority of deadlines in February
2025.

So far in total 69 HEIs from all country regions have been involved in 58 CBHE projects?, including 43
completed* and 15 on-going projects (October 2024). According to the recently announced results, 5
projects will be funded within Call-2024. 93 HEIs have established ICM partnerships with two last Calls of
2022 and 2023.

CBHE projects in numbers:

May 2024 Call1- | Call 2- | Call 3- | Call 4- | Call 5-| Call 6-| Call Call Call
y 2015 | 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024
63 projects 11 7 7 7 5 6 7 8 5
e 11 7 7 7 5 6

completed

15 _ 7 8

ongoing

5 newly 5
selected

Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) projects selected for funding in 2022

The total budget of 4.5 million Euro has been allocated to 7 selected CBHE projects, including 2.1 million
Euro envisaged for participation 9 Tashkent HEIs and 10 HEIs from 5 country regions. 19 universities of
Uzbekistan started cooperation with 12 partner HEls from 13 countries of the European Union, 19
universities from Central Asian countries and 3 universities of Ukraine.

Four projects are being realised in the field of Bio-medical Engineering, Food Science and Technology,
Water Sector for Climate Resilience and Security in Central Asia, Building Educational and Research
Capacities in Nutrition and Dietetics in Central Asia. Three projects are aimed on development of new
Master programmes in the field of medical engineering in Uzbekistan, in photonics and optical
communications, in Eco-Mining and Innovative Natural Resources Management.

Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) projects selected for 2023
According to the selection results of the 2023 Call for Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher

Education 8 new CBHE projects with involvement of Uzbekistan HEIs were selected for funding.
There are 3 national projects (DEBSEUZ, EMPOWER, QUARTZ), 4 regional projects involving
Central Asian countries (LESLIE, OFINU, TEX4FUTURE, CirculEC) and 1 cross-regional project (SPHERE).
Projects, involving 23 HEIs from 10 country regions and 7 non-academic organisations, are

contributing to development of sustainable land management, textile manufacturing, sustainable

3 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/30-cbhe-projects-database
4 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/23-list-of-completed-cbhe-projects



transportation, solar energy, innovative curricula and modules in circular economy and sustainable
development, enhancing entrepreneurial skills of female citizens and modernization of food innovation
and technology related higher education; quality of teaching, research, third mission/social engagement
and institutional environment at HEls-newcomers.

The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovations is directly involved in 3 projects. The
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Uzbekistan is participating in the regional project
on development of the textile industry.

The enhanced capacity of the Uzbekistan HEls in project design and project management has been proved
by fact, that within Call-2022 and Call-2023 there were seven universities-grantholders from Uzbekistan:
Andijan Machine Building Institute (UzMedEn) and Tashkent Chemical-Technological University
(ECAMPUZ), Central Asian University (EMPOWER) and Kimiyo International University (QUARTZ) for the
first time and the Tashkent University of Information Technologies (SPACECOM, DEBSEUZ, INMACOM) in
3 CBHE projects.

Seven universities-newcomers to CBHE have joined Erasmus+ community of Uzbekistan within Call-2023:
Branch of Tashkent University of Information Technologies in Urgench, branch of Tashkent Medical
Academy in Urgench, Navoi State University of Mining and Technologies, University of World Economy
and Diplomacy, Central Asian University, Kimiyo International University and “Silk Road” International
University of Tourism in Samarkand.

Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) projects selected for 2024

According to the recent Call-2024 selection results, 5 CBHE projects with involvement of HEls from
Uzbekistan will be funded. 12 HEIs from Uzbekistan will collaborate with 15 HEIs from 7 EU countries. 2
of the newly selected projects are national (HEMUA, GREENDT) and 3 will be carried out as regional
projects (ESGCA, GDCAU, SILKWAY).

The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovations will be directly involved in 2 projects-GREENDT
and SILKWAY. The Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection and Climate has joined the GREENDT
project as a newcomer partner. EI-Yurt Umidi» Foundation under the Cabinet of MUZ will participate as
an associated partner in the regional project. The total budget of the projects is €3,544,334.34.
€998,996.54 out of the total budget will be allocated to the HEIls of Uzbekistan.

4 projects are oriented in designing and developing curriculum. Newly selected projects will contribute to
enhancing employability, sustainable agricultural systems, students mobility, ECTS, engineering, inclusive
education, innovation in learning, Sustainable Development Goals - Quality Education, environmental
sustainability, education-enterprises partnerships.

International Credit Mobility (ICM)

Since 1987, HE students and staff have moved between European universities in the Erasmus programme.
Since 2015, Erasmus+ has also allowed short-term mobility to Erasmus+33 countries from other parts of
the world for students and for academic and administrative staff. This allows students to study in a foreign
university for 2 - 12 months and obtain credits which are then recognised at the sending institution as
part of their degree. The mobility can be from 5-30 days, if part of blended mobility (a combination of
physical mobility with a virtual component). Traineeships are also possible. Staff mobility can be for 5-60
days.

Erasmus+ offers the opportunity for higher education institutions to send students and staff abroad to
study, teach, or train at participating institutions, as well as to participate in a traineeship.
Annual ICM conference "Erasmus+ credit mobility: role in improving the quality of higher education"

takes place in December every year. The goal of the conference is to increase efficiency of the



educational process and research of Uzbek specialists through the exchange of knowledge, experience
gained during the mobility periods and the implementation of outcomes and research findings. The
conference serves as a response to the recommendation of the ministry to disseminate the results of
cooperation under Erasmus+ projects in order to promote best practices and attract new teams and
participants throughout the country. The conference proceedings are made available for downloading at
NEO website®. The circle of authors keeps expanding and includes European partners as well.

As for February 2022 in total 649 ICM partnerships have been financed for Uzbekistan and more than
3000 mobilities took place from Uzbekistan to EU and vice versa since 2015.

Within 2 last Calls 603 ICM partnerships have been established between 93 universities of Uzbekistan and
universities of 28 countries out of 33 countries associated to Erasmus+ programme with leading role
presented by Turkey (102), Poland (96), Romania (68), Spain (67), Italy (44), Germany (34), Greece (33).

Within 2022 and 2023 Call ICM leaders among the local universities are: KarshiEEI (58), NamanganSU(33),
UrgenchSU(30), NUUz (27), USWLU (24), SamSU (22), BukhSU (21), SamMI (21), KarshiSU (20).

Erasmus Mundus Joint Degrees (EMJMs)

Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJMs) award EU-funded scholarships to Master students worldwide.
The programmes last from one to two years during which students study in at least two different
Erasmus+33 countries, and obtain a joint, double, or multiple degree. Institutions from partner countries
can also be part of the consortia that deliver these programmes (though this is not obligatory). They can
take part as full degree-awarding partners - or as associated partners, where they participate in the
programme in some kind of other capacity. So far in total 6 EMJMDs have involved the Uzbek HEls as
associated partners.

Erasmus Mundus Design Measures (EMDMs), introduced in 2021, are preparatory projects to bring a joint
programme to the point where it is ready to operate as an accredited joint degree programme, and apply
to EMJM. So far, the Uzbek HEIs have not been presented in any EMDM projects.

Individual EMJM scholarships

The Uzbek winners (14) in 2022 consist of 5 female and 9 male representatives from Uzbekistan. The
students from Uzbekistan have been granted Erasmus Mundus Joint Degrees scholarships to study at the
best universities in Estonia, Italy, Belgium, the United Kingdom, Spain, Germany, Portugal, and the Czech
Republic. They will study in the following fields: Mathematics, International Law, Chemistry, Medicine,
Politics, Natural Resource Management, etc.

On 11 July 2023 a traditional Pre-Departure Orientation (PDO) meeting took place at the EU Delegation
to Uzbekistan for 11 winners of Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters 2023 Call. The Uzbek winners in 2023
consist of 7 female and 4 male young people. The students will start their studies in the best universities
of 6 countries: France (4), Belgium (2), Spain (2), Finland (1), Portugal (1) and the United Kingdom(1).
Further studies will be continued in the next 10 European countries. The field of studies: Medicine, Early
childhood and intercultural education, Security and strategic studies, Big data management, Sustainable
bioeconomy, Theoretical chemistry and computational modelling, Smart energy systems, ICT, Security
and cloud computing, Chemical innovation, Transnational German Studies

In total 121 Uzbek winners (84 for 2015-2020 and 31 for 2021-2023) have obtained the EM scholarships
since 2015.

Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Activities

Jean Monnet actions (JMA) enhance understanding and knowledge of the EU and its policies. These
actions provide increased opportunities for teaching, learning and debating, both in higher education and
general education and training, and improve the quality of teaching and professional training on EU-

> https://erasmus.uz/en/page/55-neo-and-heres-publications



related subjects. Jean Monnet activities encourage the dialogue between the academic world and policy-
makers, thus enhancing the governance of EU policies.

Since 1989 Jean Monnet activities have been supporting Modules, Chairs, and Centres of Excellence to
promote excellence in teaching and research on the European integration process at higher education
level. The programme also supports policy debate with the academic world through networks and a
number of associations in the domain of EU studies.

Within Jean Monnet in 2022 four new projects for Uzbekistan universities have been selected:

1. Module “EPOCA: European Economic Integration: Policies, Mechanisms and Lessons for Central Asia”,
submitted by Bukhara State University

2. Module: “EUCAA: EU foreign policy in Central Asia and Afghanistan”, submitted by University of World
Economy and Diplomacy

3. Chair “CACETL: Central Asian Centre for European Trade Law”, submitted by Westminster International
University in Tashkent

4. Center of Excellence “ECESBF: Erasmus Center of Excellence in Sustainable Business and Finance”,
submitted by Tashkent State University of Economics.

The first JM Centre of Excellence in EU studies was established at University of World Economy and
Diplomacy?®.

In 2023 in total 4 JMA projects have been selected for funding in 2023.

Jean Monnet module “AIREA-CA - Artificial Intelligence Regulation: European Approach for Central Asia”
submitted by Samarkand State University.

Three Jean Monnet Modules submitted by the Tashkent Financial Institute:

v EuroHI-European experience in developing health insurance in Uzbekistan
v EUFINSTRATEGY-EU digital Finance strategy: best practices for Uzbekistan

v GEMEU-Training of Trainers (ToT): European experience in mainstreaming gender equality in
education.
In 2024 2 JM projects will be funded through Call 2024:

v European Union Private International Law at Tashkent State University of Law

v EU Competition and Anti-Dumping Law at Westminster International University in Tashkent

Higher Education Reform Experts (HERE)

Within the framework of the Erasmus + programme, in addition to financing joint projects for higher
education institutions, support has been provided to the National Teams of Experts in Higher Education
(Higher Education Reform Experts-HEREs). The HERE are teams of experts from universities (staff and
students), ministries, national higher education and QA bodies, and other relevant organisations, officially
appointed by the HE authorities of 25 “Neighbourhood countries” (Southern Mediterranean, West
Balkans, Eastern Europe, Central Asia) and supported by the European Commission.

The National Teams operating since February 2008 in all partner countries help strengthening cooperation
on general issues related to the higher education reform, including quality assurance, innovation and
meeting the labour market needs.

6 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/77-jean-monnet-projects-database



The main task of the National Team of HEREs is to disseminate information about the development of the
national higher education system as well as about transformation in the common European Higher
Education Area covering 49 countries participating in the Bologna process.

Activities of the National Teams in partner countries which are not involved in the Bologna process are
aimed at promoting the modernization of higher education in accordance with the national strategies and
reform policies in this area.

The impact of all project teams, as well as the National Team of HEREs in Uzbekistan on the modernization
of higher education at their institutions and at the national level is widely recognized.

A particular progress is observed with regards to the introduction of the ECTS (European Credit Transfer
and Accumulation System) in HEIs, which increased the efficiency of the teaching and learning process
and international integration. Through traditional training workshops, teleconferences, consultations and
meetings HEREs have had a certain impact on the development of the higher education development
strategy.

Initiated by the National team the HEREs™ annual publication “Perspectives of HE development” has been
published as a scientific and methodological collection since 2011 and officially registered in 2020 as a
peer-reviewed scientific and methodological journal “Perspectives of higher education development”

The aim of the journal is enhancing the efficiency of the education process in Uzbekistan through analysis
and information about progressive methods, achievements, tendencies and challenges in the field of
higher education.

The journal is included in the list of scientific journals recommended by the Higher Attestation
Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Indexed in Google scholar and CIBERLENINKA.

In addition to 12 previous issues 2latest issues of 2023 in (PDF) (No 13 and No 14) are made available on
the NEO website’.

One of the many tasks of the team is the implementation of the so-called Technical Assistance Mission
(TAM), aimed at holding targeted seminars with the participation of European professors on topics
previously proposed and agreed upon with the MHSSE. During 2017-2020, 14 TAM seminars® have been
held on the credit and module system, methods of teaching English for non-linguistic specialisations,
doctoral studies, quality of education, learning outcomes, qualifications frameworks, and employment of
graduates.

Members of the National Team of the Republic of Uzbekistan actively participated in the discussion and
review of issues related to quality assurance, development and implementation of ECTS,
internationalization and autonomy of universities. Moreover, many experts worked directly in the State
Inspectorate for Supervision of Quality in Education (SISQE), MHSSE, and worked as Rectors of HEls and
members of state committees.

The activities of the National Team of Higher Education Reform Experts were continuously coordinated
with the Ministry and in particular for joint organisation of information seminars in 2023. Based on the
resolutions of the Annual HEREs™ Conference “Perspectives of Higher Education Development” (December
2023), the Set of Recommendations of UZ HEREs for 2024° have been published on NEO website
(https://erasmus.uz/en/page/89-88-heres) and communicated by UZ NEO to the Ministry.

WHAT ARE THE PROGRAMME STRENGTHS?
v Quick reaction and the flexibility of Erasmus+ projects in a timely and constructive response to

all government decisions to further improve the national higher education system and
respective updating of project plans

7 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/89-88-heres
8 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/85-tam-seminars
9 https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/HEREs/Erasmus+UZ_HEREs_recommendations_for_2024.pdf



Close cooperation with the Ministry of HESI (information campaign, dissemination of best practice
and project results, direct involvement in 14 out of 58 funded projects, ownership of the National
team of Higher Education Reform Experts),

Continuous enhancing local ownership and capacities in project management: 7 Capacity
Building projects are coordinated by universities of Uzbekistan!

The cooperation opportunities within Central Asia and beyond: 34 out of 58 Capacity Building
projects are regional and cross-regional projects

Ensuring the intra-regional (in Central Asia) mobility of staff and students within the projects

Considerable support to international short-term mobility of academic /administrative staff,
PhDs and students.O



