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WHAT IS ERASMUS+?

The Erasmus+ Programme, funded by the European Commission, supports the reform in higher education
systems through the financing of joint projects between European higher education institutions and
Higher Education Institutions in partner-countries worldwide, including Central Asia.

The following directions of the Erasmus+ programme are open for participation of higher educational
institutions (HEIs) of Uzbekistan:

Vv International Credit Mobility (ICM)

Vv Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE)

v Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJM) and Erasmus Mundus Design Measures (EMDM)
v Jean Monnet Actions (JMA)

In addition to financing joint projects for higher education institutions in Uzbekistan, support has been
provided to the National Team of Higher Education Reform Experts (HERES).

Within “Horizon Europe” Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions provide support to innovative scientific projects
of young researchers and institutional cooperation.



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE BY ERASMUS+ IN UZBEKISTAN FOR 2015-2020" & 2021-2024?

The beginning of the new Erasmus+ programme coincided with a period of fundamental transformations
of Uzbekistan’s higher education system and important decisions aiming to improve the quality of higher
education. It has greatly increased the relevance and importance of rapidly developing international
cooperation. One of the important areas of this cooperation is the Erasmus+ programme, involving more
than 98 universities from all regions of the country.

The relevance of Erasmus+ programme has been considerably reinforced in 2017 with the adoption of the
“Comprehensive Development Programme of the Higher Education System for 2017-2021” and, as of
October 8™ 2019, with the adoption of a “New Concept of Higher Education Development in Uzbekistan”.

For more than three decades, the Tempus (since 1994) and the Erasmus+ programmes (since 2015) have
been the key programme fostering cooperation in higher education, not just with European universities,
but also with universities in Central Asia, and other regions of the world.

The Tempus programme and the Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) action have
assisted in constructing a basis for the reform process. Quick reaction and the flexibility of Erasmus+
projects in a timely and constructive response to all government decisions to further modernization of
the higher education system has been recognised by the national higher education (HE) authorities.

Thanks to Tempus (1994-2014) and Erasmus+ (1% programming period of 2015-2020) programmes the
higher educational institutions of Uzbekistan could greatly enrich their experience of cooperation with
universities in the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, develop a number of joint master's
programmes, create joint departments and unique scientific laboratories, which had a significant impact
on improving their international recognition and ranking.

The programme impact at the system level has been ensured by the ownership demonstrated by the
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovations, which was directly involved in 17 out of 63 CBHE
projects financed for 2015-2024 and supported the activities of Erasmus+ National team of Higher
Education Reform Experts (HEREs).

Majority of experts and respondents participated in the National Impact Study covering 2015-2020 agreed
that without the impact of the Tempus and Erasmus+ projects a rapid modernization of higher education
in Uzbekistan in 2017-2020 would hardly had been achieved.? This is in particular true concerning the new
and often innovative areas of education, strengthening of internationalization process, as well wide
introduction of the credit-modular system.

Erasmus+ programme is one of key directions of cooperation not just with the European universities, but
also with universities in Central Asia, CIS member states and other regions of the world: 41 out of 63 (65%)
funded CBHE projects are regional and cross-regional projects.

Within six Calls (2015-2020) of the 1% Erasmus+ programming period, in total 43 CBHE projects were
financed for Uzbekistan, including 12 national projects, involving European and Uzbek universities, 11
cross-regional projects, and 20 regional projects with the participation of HEIs both from Uzbekistan and
a number of other Central Asian countries. The total project budget allocated for 43 Erasmus + CBHE
projects is €36.6 million euro, including about €11.5 million (31.4%) particularly for HEls in Uzbekistan.

Within 3 Calls of the 2™ programming period (2022-2024), in total 20 CBHE projects were financed for
Uzbekistan, including 10 national projects, 2 cross-regional projects, and 8 regional projects. The total
project budget allocated for 20 Erasmus + CBHE projects is €9.2 million euro, including about €4.7 million
(51,1 %) particularly for HEIs in Uzbekistan.

! The Erasmus+ 1%t programming period covers 6 Calls for 2015-2020. The 2" programming period — 2021-2027.
2 “Impact of the Erasmus+ CBHE projects on development and modernisation of higher education in the Republic
of Uzbekistan. National Impact Study Report
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEO/National%20Impact%20Study/NIS%20EN%20 for printing.pdf
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEO/National%20lmpact%20Study/Erasmus+%20poster%20 %20EN.jpg



https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEO/National%20Impact%20Study/NIS%20EN%20_for_printing.pdf
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/NEO/National%20Impact%20Study/Erasmus+%20poster%20_%20EN.jpg

The increasing interest of the local HEIs throughout the country (in the regions in particular) to extending
cooperation opportunities within Erasmus+ has been supported by their gradually enhancing absorption
capacity. The outcomes of the annual Erasmus+ Calls for proposals have once again demonstrated the
high level of interest of the universities of Uzbekistan in participating in the programme. According to
the latest Uzbekistan Country Factsheet (DG EAC) which reflects situation following 2024 selections: for
2022-2024 in total 172 CBHE proposals were submitted involving Uzbekistan, including 2022-42, 2023-
55, 2024- 75 applications.

Within the 2™ Erasmus+ programming period of 2021-2027 Uzbekistan universities have demonstrated a
high-level absorption capacity by the biggest number of CBHE projects and ICM partnerships funded for
Central Asia.

ICM activities in Uzbekistan

Within_International Credit Mobility (ICM) Erasmus+ offers the opportunity for higher education
institutions in Uzbekistan to send students and staff abroad to study, teach, or train at participating
institutions, as well as to participate in a traineeship. For 2015-2020 Uzbekistan HEIs have benefited of
649 International Credit Mobility Partnerships providing support to mobility of more than 3000 staff,
academics and students, which is 31% of the regional budget for Central Asia.

Annual ICM conference "Erasmus+ credit mobility: role in improving the quality of higher education" in
Uzbekistan takes place in December every year. The conference serves as a response to the
recommendation of the ministry to disseminate the results of cooperation under Erasmus+ projects in
order to promote best practices and attract new teams and participants throughout the country. The
conference proceedings (Annual ICM publications) are made available for downloading at NEO website
and proved to be very useful for promotion of programme impact referring to specific project success
stories in Uzbekistan about student and staff exchanges®.

The Erasmus+ projects facilitated the intra-regional (in Central Asia) mobility of staff and students and
thus contributing to the strengthening the regional cooperation in the field of higher education within
Central Asia.

The most valuable contribution of International Credit Mobility (ICM) is the development of recognition
mechanism for mobility of staff and students, introduction of ECTS and enhanced capacities of
International relations departments of HEls.

According to the latest version of Uzbekistan Factsheet “Erasmus+ for higher education in Uzbekistan” of
DG EAC (reflecting selection results of 2024) Uzbekistan's leading role in the CA region for academic
mobility under Erasmus+ is evident by a significant share of regional mobility: 31% (2022), 33% (2023),
and 39% (2024) of the total mobility in Central Asia. It was 23.8% for the previous period (2014—-2020).
The total mobility involving Uzbekistan for 2021-2024 is 2,449 (compared to 2,067 mobility for 2014—
2020 period).

Jean Monnet Actions (JMA)

Within Jean Monnet Actions there is focus on understanding and enhancing knowledge of the EU and its
policies. These actions provide increased opportunities for teaching, learning and debating and improve
the quality of teaching and professional training on EU-related subjects.

There are two JM Centres of Excellence: at the Tashkent Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for European
studies at the University of World Economy and Diplomacy (UWED) and at the Tashkent University of
Economics (TSUE).

So far in total 17 Jean Monnet projects have been financed for local universities.
https://erasmus.uz/en/page/77-jean-monnet-projects-database

Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJMs)

3 Annual ICM publications https://erasmus.uz/en/page/55-neo-and-heres-publications


https://erasmus.uz/en/page/77-jean-monnet-projects-database

Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJMs) award EU-funded scholarships to Master students worldwide.
The programmes last from one to two years during which students study in at least two different
Erasmus+33 countries, and obtain a joint, double, or multiple degree. So far in total 6 EMJMs have
involved the Uzbek HEIs as associated partners.

Erasmus Mundus Design Measures (EMDMs), introduced in 2021, are preparatory projects to bring a joint
programme to the point where it is ready to operate as an accredited joint degree programme, and apply
to EMIM. So far, the Uzbek HEIs have not been presented in any EMDM projects.



Individual Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (EMJMs) scholarships for Uzbekistan

In total 127 Uzbek winners (84 for 2015-2020 and 43 for 2021-2023) have obtained the EM scholarships
since 2015.4

Higher Education Reform Experts (HERE)

Within the framework of the Erasmus + programme, in addition to financing joint projects for higher
education institutions, support has been provided to the National Teams of Higher Education Reform
Experts (HEREs). The HEREs are teams of experts from universities (staff and students), ministries, national
higher education and QA bodies, and other relevant organisations, officially appointed by the HE
authorities of 25 “Neighbourhood countries” (Southern Mediterranean, West Balkans, Eastern Europe,
Central Asia) and supported by the European Commission.

The impact of all project teams, as well as the National Team of HEREs in Uzbekistan on the modernization
of higher education at their institutions and at the national level is widely recognized.

A particular progress is observed in the introduction of the ECTS (European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System) in HEIs, which increased the efficiency of the teaching and learning process and
international integration. Through traditional training workshops, teleconferences, consultations and
meetings HEREs have had a certain impact on the development of the higher education development
strategy.

Initiated by the National team the HEREs' annual publication “Perspectives of higher education
development” has been published as a scientific and methodological collection since 2011 and officially
registered in 2020 as a peer-reviewed scientific and methodological journal “Perspectives of higher
education development”. All issues since 2011 were made available on the NEO website .

One of the main tasks of the team is the implementation of the so-called Technical Assistance Mission
(TAM), aimed at holding targeted seminars with the participation of European professors on topics
previously proposed and agreed upon with the MHESI. During 2017-2020, 14 TAM seminars® were held
on the credit and module system, methods of teaching English for non-linguistic specialisations, doctoral
studies, quality of education, learning outcomes, qualifications frameworks, and employment of
graduates, digitalization, university strategy, quality assurance, greening and university-industry
cooperation.

The activities of the National Team of Higher Education Reform Experts were continuously coordinated
with the Ministry and in particular for joint organisation of information seminars and project
dissemination events. Based on the resolutions of the Annual HEREs™ Conference “Perspectives of Higher
Education Development” (December 2022, 2023,2024), the Set of Recommendations of UZ HEREs for for
respective year have been published on NEO website (https://erasmus.uz/en/page/89-88-heres) and
communicated by UZ NEO to the Ministry.

Two major international Erasmus+ events in 2024 have also strengthened the overall impact of the
programme in Uzbekistan and Central Asia:

1) SPHERE Seminar on "Universities’ Third Mission: Partnering for Social and Economic Development" took
place in Samarkand on May 13-14, 2024. This event brought together Higher Education Reform Experts
(HERE) teams and National Erasmus+ Offices (NEOs) from around the world, including 70 experts and
representatives from 21 countries. Additionally, Ambassador of the European Union to Uzbekistan and
Director for Human Development, Migration, Governance, and Peace at the Directorate-General for
International Partnerships, European Commission, also attended the seminar.
https://erasmus.uz/en/publications/442-international-erasmus-conference-perspectives-of-higher-
education-development-in-uzbekistan-overview

4 The figures are based on the number of scholarships awarded each year.
> https://erasmus.uz/en/page/85-tam-seminars


https://erasmus.uz/en/page/89-88-heres

2) Annual International Conference “PERSPECTIVES OF HIGHER EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT” (December
19-20, 2024, Tashkent), marking 30 years of EU-Uzbekistan cooperation in HE, with participation of
delegations from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and over 230 attendees from Uzbek
HEls, including rectors and vice-rectors.

These events reinforced regional collaboration and strengthened joint efforts between Central Asian
NEOs to enhance Erasmus+ regional cooperation.

WHAT IS ON-GOING WITHIN CBHE PROJECTS?

Each year Erasmus+ information campaign was focused on diversity of project directions and new areas,
as well as on involving newcomer faculties/departments/units of higher education institutions that have
not been previously involved in EU programmes. More focus was put on raising the quality of application
and enhancing the capacity of local universities to undertake grantholder’s role.

Within the 2" Erasmus+ programming period, information campaign has been focused on diversity of
project directions and areas of education, as well as involving newcomer faculties/departments/units of
HEls that have not been previously involved in EU programmes. The next Call for Proposals will be
launched in October-November 2025 with majority of deadlines in February 2026.

So far, in total 91 HEIs from all country regions have been involved in 63 CBHE projects®, including 43
completed’ and 20 on-going projects.

CBHE projects in numbers:

May 2024 Call1- | Call 2- | Call 3- | Call 4-| Call 5-| Call 6-| Call Call Call
y 2015 | 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024

63 projects 11 7 7 7 5 6 7 8 5

i 11 7 7 7 5 6

completed

20 _ 7 8 5

ongoing

According to the latest Uzbekistan Country Factsheet (DG EAC) which reflects situation following 2024
selections

Call 2022 Call 2023 Call 2024
Submitted 42 55 75

Funded 7 8 5

The enhanced capacity of the Uzbekistan HEIs in project design and project management has been proved
by fact, that within Call-2022 and Call-2023 seven out 15 funded projects are coordinated by 5
universities-grantholders from Uzbekistan.

Uzbek Grantholders of 7 CBHE Projects:

o Andijan Machine Building Institute (UzMedEn)

o Tashkent Chemical-Technological University (ECAMPUZ)

® https://erasmus.uz/en/page/30-cbhe-projects-database
7 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/23-list-of-completed-cbhe-projects



o Central Asian University (EMPOWER)
o Kimiyo International University (QUARTZ)
o Tashkent University of Information Technologies (SPACECOM, DEBSEUZ, INMACOM)

In 2024 with the aim of support the local project teams the annual versions of UZ NEO Guidelines
continuously have been made available on UZ NEO website.?

NEO guidelines on visa support to beneficiaries of Erasmus+ programme in Uzbekistan, equipment
purchase, on customs clearance procedure for equipment, specificities of bank account for public HEIs
within CBHE projects; NEO guidelines on organisation of kick-off meetings, final dissemination or regional
project events. Consultations and specific session on equipment purchase and local tender procedure
were regularly organized. NEO Guidelines were adopted/agreed respectively with MHESI, MIFT and EU
Delegation.

8 https://erasmus.uz/en/page/57-reference-materials-guidelines-for-local-coordinators



CELEBRATION OF 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF EU-UZ HE COOPERATION IN 2024

In autumn 2024 within the information campaign of Call-2025 a special focus has been done on promotion
of 30 years of EU-UZ cooperation in higher education (HE) which was celebrated jointly with the support
of EU Delegation within 30" anniversary of EU-Uzbekistan cooperation.

The highest level of the programme impact has been achieved during 2024 by celebrating of the 30"
anniversary of HE cooperation between EU and Uzbekistan within 20 years of Tempus and 10 years of
Erasmus+ and organising Erasmus+ International Conference “Perspectives of Higher Education
Development” on 20 December 2024 in Tashkent.

December 20, 2024 the Annual International Conference “PERSPECTIVES OF HIGHER EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN” of the National Team of Erasmus+ Higher Education
Reform Experts was dedicated to the 30th anniversary of cooperation between the EU and Uzbekistan in
higher education within the framework of Tempus (1994-2014) and Erasmus+ (2014-2024) programmes
took place at THAME®,

The event was turned into a regional one. NEOs and HEREs from all CA countries joined the conference.

At the opening ceremony of this event: Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation of
Uzbekistan Kongratboy Sharipov and Ambassador of the European Union to Uzbekistan Toivo Klaar
congratulated and welcomed the participants from all country regions and delegations of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. A total of 15 guests from 4 countries from Central Asia
participated in the regional conference (Kazakhstan - 4; Kyrgyzstan - 5; Tajikistan - 2; Turkmenistan — 4).

CONFERENCE STATEMENT and RECOMMENDATIONS™ of Erasmus+ Higher Education Reform Experts of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were jointly developed and widely
communicated.

WHAT ARE THE PROGRAMME STRENGTHS?

v Quick reaction and the flexibility of Erasmus+ projects in a timely and constructive response to
all government decisions to further improve the national higher education system and
respective updating of project plans

v Close cooperation with the Ministry of HESI (information campaign, dissemination of best practice

and project results, direct involvement in 17 out of 63 funded projects, ownership of the National

team of Higher Education Reform Experts),

Continuous enhancing local ownership and capacities in project management: 7 Capacity

Building projects are coordinated by universities of Uzbekistan

Involvement of Uzbek HEls in different Erasmus+ actions has significantly impacted on improving

their international recognition and ranking (TIIAME, NUUz, TUIT, TSUULL)

The cooperation opportunities within Central Asia and beyond: 41 out of 63(65%) Capacity

Building projects are regional and cross-regional projects

Ensuring the intra-regional (in Central Asia) mobility of staff and students within the projects

Considerable support to international short-term mobility of academic /administrative staff,

PhDs and students.
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% https://erasmus.uz/en/publications/442-international-erasmus-conference-perspectives-of-higher-education-
development-in-uzbekistan-overview
10
https://erasmus.uz/storage/files/Reference%20materials%20,%20Guidelines%20for%20local%20coordinators/202
5_published_E+_Conference_Statement&HEREs_Recommendations_.pdf
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