
[Title]
Marie 

Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions: Overview

Dóra Czifra
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Unit
Directorate General for Education, Youth, Sport and 
Culture, 
European Commission



[Title]

Horizon Europe EURATOM

Fusion
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Center

Fission

EU FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH & INNOVATION

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 
Council

European Innovation 
Ecosystems

European Institute of 
Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 
EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 
COMPETITIVENESS

• Health
• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry & Space
• Climate, Energy & Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
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MSCA key features

Researchers’ training, 
skills and career 
development (all 
stages of career)

Excellent research in 
all domains 

(bottom-up approach)

International, 
cross-sectoral & 
interdisciplinary 

mobility

Attractive working 
and employment 

conditions

Structuring impact on 
organisations through 

excellent 
programmes

Strong collaboration 
with industry and 

SMEs
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Key figures since 2014

+65,000 researchers, 
including 25,000 PhD 

candidates
15 Nobel laureates

+37%
Researchers from 
outside of the EU

+42%
of female researchers

+1,000
Doctoral programmes

+4,500
Companies supported
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MSCA actions
Doctoral 
Networks

Doctoral programmes 
in and outside 

academia incl. joint & 
industrial doctorates

Postdoctoral 
Fellowships

Support to excellent 
postdoctoral 
researchers

Staff Exchanges
Support for research 
and innovation staff 

exchanges

COFUND
Co-funding doctoral 

and postdoctoral 
programmes

MSCA and 
Citizens

Public outreach events 
(“Night”)
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Who can participate 
Organisations 

• Any legal entity
• From academic or non-academic sector
• Beneficiary or associated partner

Individual researchers
• Any nationality 
• Specific conditions might apply (mobility rule, 

PhD degree, country of residence)
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MSCA Doctoral Networks

• Multi-beneficiary action to set up innovative doctoral programmes, 
including:
• Doctoral Networks (Standard):

o Innovative doctoral training in academia and/or non-academia
• Industrial Doctorates:

o Training in academia and industry
o Joint supervision

• Joint Doctorates
o Joint collaborations leading to a joint/double/multiple doctoral degree
o Joint selection, supervision and governance structure 
o Pre-agreement for joint degrees required
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MSCA Doctoral Networks

BUDGET
540 PM

DURATION
Max 4 years

(max 5 years for Joint 
Doctorates only) 

FELLOWSHIP
Between 3 and 36 

months 
(up to 48 months for Joint 

Doctorates only)

COMPOSITION
Min 3 organisations in 3 

≠ EU MS or HE AC (at 
least 1 MS)
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EU contribution

1 unit 
= 

1 person/month

Researcher unit cost Institutional unit cost
"top-up allowance" Research, training 

and networking
Management and 

indirect costs

3400€ (living allowance)*

600 € (mobility allowance)

660 € (family allowance)**

1600 € 1200 €

*  adjusted through the application of a country correction coefficient
**if applicable, as well as long term leave allowance or special needs allowance 
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For fellows coming 
to EU MS / HE AC 

"incoming"

or 

moving within 
EU MS / HE AC 

"intra-European"

12-24 months 

Global Fellowship

For fellows from 
Europe 

going to third 
countries

 
and then 

returning to 
Europe

12-24 months

12 months

+ 6 months
in non-academic 
sector in MS/AC

(optional) 

European Fellowship

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships
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EU contribution

1 unit 
= 

1 person/month

Researcher unit cost Institutional unit cost
"top-up allowance" Research, training 

and networking
Management and 

indirect costs

5080 € (living allowance)*

600 € (mobility allowance)

660 € (family allowance)**

1000 € 650 €

*  adjusted through the application of a country correction coefficient
**if applicable, as well as long term leave allowance or special needs allowance 
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MSCA Staff Exchanges

BUDGET
Max EUR 1.6 million (360 

PM per project)

DURATION
4 years 

SECONDMENTS
1-12 months per staff

COMPOSITION
Min 3 organisations in 3 
≠ countries (min. 2 EU 

MS or HE AC)



EU contribution

1 unit
=

1 month of 
eligible staff



MSCA COFUND

BUDGET
Co-funding

Max EUR 10 million per 
beneficiary per call

DURATION
Max 5 years

FELLOWSHIP
For doctoral and 

postdoctoral researchers 
for minimum 3 months

COMPOSITION
1 beneficiary from EU 

MS or HE AC
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MSCA COFUND – Unit contributions
Contributions for recruited researchers and institutional 

contributions
Per person-month

COFUND allowance

Doctoral
Programmes

Postdoctoral
Programmes

EUR 2 8001

EUR 3 9801

Long-term leave 
allowance

(if applicable) 

EUR 2 800
x

% covered by the 
beneficiary

EUR 3 980
x

% covered by the 
beneficiary

Special needs 
allowance

(if applicable)

Requested unit2

x
(1/number of months)

Requested unit2

x
(1/number of months)

1These amount are also the minimum gross remuneration applicable for researchers 
recruited under the programmes

2The pre-defined categories are as follows: EUR 3 000, EUR 4 500, EUR 6 000, EUR 9 500, 
EUR 13 000, EUR 18 500, EUR 27 500, EUR 35 500, EUR 47 500 and EUR 60 000.
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Call calendar 2023

Year Action Opening Deadline

2023

Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 12 April 13 September

Doctoral Networks 30 May 28 November

Staff Exchanges 5 October 28 February 2024

COFUND 10 October 8 February 2024
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All calls are published on the Funding and 
Tender Opportunities Portal. Applications are 
submitted through the portal:
• Find your call
• Sign in to the portal and register your organisation (get a PIC 

number)
• Find partners
• Apply!

Where to apply (organisations)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
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Are you a researcher looking for a host 
organisation? 
Or an organisation looking for partners? 

• EURAXESS Job Portal (vacancies under Doctoral Networks, COFUND 
and Postdoctoral Fellowships)

• Partner search tool on the Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal

• Enterprise Europe Network (for non-academic partners)

• NEW: MSCA Matchmaking platform for researchers and organisations to 
find relevant partners and host institutions (by MSCA-Net)

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search;searchKeyword=;isOrganisation=true;isPerson=true;topics=HORIZON-MSCA-2022-PF-01-01;programmes=43108390;organisationType=null;type=ORGANISATION,PERSON;country=;city=;professionalProfile=;hasPartnerSearch=;orderBy=;sortQuery=;date=1647267211454
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://msca.b2match.io/home
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Before applying 
• Check all guidance documents available on the Funding and Tenders 

Portal :
• MSCA Work Programme and annexes
• Guide for Applicants
• Proposal templates
• Model Grant Agreements
• Horizon Europe Programme Guide
• Online manual on how to submit an application
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Partner search tool

• Ask your MSCA National Contact Point for advice
• Submit specific queries to the Research Enquiry Service (funding, 

validation of participants, etc.)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
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Other useful links 
• Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Website

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en 
• Factsheet, Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions, 2021-2027

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/128028 
• Funding and Tenders Portal (applications, documents, partner search)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon 
• Horizon Europe MSCA Work Programme 2023-2024

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-ac
tions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf 

• European Charter and Code for Researchers 
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter-code-researchers 

• MSCA Guidelines on Supervision
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/508311 

• MSCA Green Charter
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/720690 

• Horizon Dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard 

• Become an Expert
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert 

• Contact: EAC-UNITE-C2@ec.europa.eu 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/128028
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter-code-researchers
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/508311
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/720690
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert
mailto:EAC-UNITE-C2@ec.europa.eu
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Thank you!

#MSCA #HorizonEU
@MSCActions

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/about-msca 
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reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective 
right holders.
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